or

Phone (228) 193144

April 8, 2021

Office of the Planning Commission

Cuy of Baion Rouge and Panish of East Baton Rougce
Post Office Box 1471, Baton Rouge. Louisiana TOX2 1§

1100 Laurel Strect, Sunie 104, Baton Rouge, LA TOX02
Fax (225) 95342

Ryan L, Holcomb, AICP
Plaaning Director

TO: Planning Commission
THROUGH: Ryan L. Holcomb, AICP, Planning Director/”
FROM: Collin Lindrew, Planner| (3~
SUBJECT: HL-1-21 1344 Terrace Avenue
T _A'p;il_céﬁ&—n" Summary
Applicant el lEh Jack.sc.)n on behalf of Submittal Date December 3, 2020
Preserve Louisiana
Site Area + 10,300 sf
Location South side of Terrace Avenue, east of Smith Street (Council District 10 Coleman)
HPC Meeting | February 10, | Planning. April 19,2021 | Metro Council | April 21, 2021
Date 2021 Commission Meeting Date
Meeting Date
_Request B
Proposed .
Landmark New Ark Bap?st (Eh:]mh
: Site Characteristics
Historic None
| District
Historic Originally constructed in 1909 as a wooden church building. Remodeled in 1943 in a
Information gothic style.
Exls.tmg Heavy Commercial {C2)
Zoning
Existing Use Religious Institution
Findings
Staff certifies the request meets the criteria for designation as a Local Historic Landmark

Case History - This Site

e Historic Preservation Commission recommended approval on February 10, 2021

Case History — Surrounding Area
e None

Design Elements

e  Church was originally constructed in 1909 as a wood structure.
e Major renovations in 1943 introduced a gothic style to the structure.



o Steeple was added in the 20™ century, and the foyer contains the original bell tower.

Regulatory Issues
¢ Consistent with FUTUREBR Community Design and Neighborhoods Action item 2.4.3: Expand
historic designation program to protect additional areas
¢ Consistent with Unified Development Code Section 3.7.1 A, exhibiting cultural significance
o Church was founded in 1909 by a small congregation under the leadership of Reverend J.S.
Butler
o Over the course of its 111-year history, the church has been a foundation in the South Baton
Rouge community
o Due to the 1943 renovation, the church building is a rare example of a gothic-style Baptist
church
o Under the leadership of seven pastors, the church property has been expanded a number of
times, strengthening its position of importance in South Baton Rouge
¢ Application has written consent of property owner

Community Outreach/Notification
s Public notification cards mailed to property owners within a 300 foot radius on February 26, 2021
® Subject property posted on February 26, 2021
s Staff reports available online on March 4, 2021 at
http://la-batonrouge.civicplus.com/AgendaCenter/12
o legal advertisement published in the Advocate on March 5, 9, and 11, 2021

Findings
Staff certifies the request meets the criteria for designation as a Local Historic Landmark
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OUR CHURCH HISTORY

The beginning of this sacred sanctuary and its progress over time are reasons for the members to be
proud, grateful, and determined to continue to do God’s will. For the past 110 years, New Ark has
been and forever will be a blessed place full of blessed people who desire to be a blessing to others.

New Ark Baptist Church was organized in September of 1909 by a small, yet faithful group of believers
under the leadership of Reverend J. S. Butler. During the early 1900’s there wasn’t much money, but
the members were filled with strong determination to erect a facility and be a church family that would
be beneficial to the surrounding community.

After the passing of Rev. Butler, Reverend R. H. Hall was elected as pastor. Both physical and spiritual
growth of the church persisted under his leadership. God continued to show Himself mighty in the life
of New Ark. To add to the work of the church, God sent Reverend Don Smith as the third Pastor. Under
his leadership, and with the continued faithfulness of the membership, additional land was purchased,
the church building was extended, and funds were raised toward erecting a new edifice.

The next chapters of this place of worship were graced by the spiritual preaching, teaching, and
leadership of Reverend Q. T. Ellis. Relatively early in his more than 60 years as pastor, the current
sanctuary was built. Since that time, hundreds of people have been spiritually fed, babies blessed,
couples married, converts baptized, and those whose life ended have been eulogized on this holy
ground. During Rev. Ellis’s tenure the church continued to advance in kingdom building. Many new
ministries were added, more property was obtained, the mortgage on the sanctuary was retired, and the
vision for a multipurpose center was laid out.

Rev. Ellis was completely dedicated to ministry, evangelism, and community growth, but he knew he
wouldn’t be here forever. He selected Reverend Melvin Carter as his assistant pastor, and God later saw
fit for him to become the fifth pastor of New Ark. Rev. Carter served the church and community and
oversaw a period of continued expansion.

The sixth pastor, Reverend David Ferguson, brought several new ministry initiatives to the church with
his leadership. Although his tenure was short and New Ark experienced a season of difficulty, God’s word
in Romans chapter 8 proved true, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” During this time, many members remained
steadfast in their resolve to do God’s will God’s way.

In November 2016, seeing the need for and potential of the church to reach higher heights, the
membership received its 7th pastor, Reverend Devin J. Wright. Rev. Wright powerful proclaims the
gospel of Jesus Christ, teaches through biblical revelation, engages in pastoral care ministry, provides
vision and oversight for the ministry work of the church, and acts as a proficient administration in church
business affairs.

Under his leadership so far, the Deacons were ordained during a very powerful ceremony, Sunday school
classrooms were modernized, church windows have been updated with a new look, AA meetings have
been provided for the need of the community on Tuesdays after our community feeding, and several
new members have been added to the body of Christ. As we continue to “focus on God’s purpose for
His people”, a new Boy Scouts troop is presently being organized as way to help address the need for
increased Godly, male influence and exposure to the world beyond this community.

The New Ark Baptist Church family has and will continue to promote spiritual and meaningful ministry
initiatives inside and outside of the church. Our hope is that we do our part in creating a welcoming and
spirit-filled atmosphere that will encourage everyone to come to Christ.
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“A Church Focused On God's Purpose For His People”
Monday, March 15, 2021
Dear Members of the EBRP City-Parish Planning Commission,

It fills my heart with much joy to render this letter of support as our church is considered for designation as
a local historic landmark. Since its beginning in 1909, New Ark Baptist Church has been a vital part of the
life of, what is now known as, Old South Baton Rouge. More than a place of worship, it has been a catalyst
for transformation and development in the community.

Over the course of our nearly 112 year history, we've had 7 pastors. most noticeably was Dr. Q. T. Ellis, who
is a historic figure in his own right, having served the church for more than 6o years before his retirement.
Pastor Ellis was a known friend and co-laborer of Dr. T. J. Jemison, a prominent leader of Baton Rouge's
1953 bus boycott. like many black churches during the height of our nation's civil rights era, New Ark was a
safe-haven and place of restoration for those who fought for a more just society.

Many New Ark's members have also left edible marks in history. One in particular stands out, Sister
Earldean Joseph. She was one of Baton Rouge's first black nurses and can be seen regularly in worship on
Sunday mornings. Black people from all walks of life have found refuge and inspiration at New Ark for
generations.

When | became the pastor in 2017, | was 28 years old, the youngest pastor in the life of our church. The
power of New Ark's history has never been lost on me. | have been blessed to hear so many first-hand
stories from members who have been around for 60 years or more. | am excited to know that, with your
vote of approval, people throughout future generations will be able to learn about and connect with the rich
past of this sacred place.

Yours in Progress,

pm?. Wufét

© 1344 Tervace Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Phone: 225.963.6040 | Email: connected@NewArkBaptistBR.org
Devin J. \:‘Vrighi‘, Pastor







9. Original Owner: New Ack Baptist Churoh

Significant Later Owner{t):

10. Darte(s) of conttruction: Sepmber 9, 1900
Date(s) of sherationi/additions: June 20, 1942
11. Historic Use; Church
Present Use: Church
12. Physical Deseription:

- Describe the historic and turrent conditian af the property/district on ane or mare eontinustion
sheets. Include style(s) of architecture and relationship to surrounding Fabwic. Elaborate an
pertinent materials used and style(s) of architectural detailing, embeilishments, site details, and
major alterations. *

Bt in Saplember 1000 tha strucuae wis wood, in Iﬂlhmnm lifs & T cordury iiarpretation of & golhic 2tyle.

The steepin ui'sﬂepﬁﬂe'mnndillhu ﬁmmﬂuilmﬂamm 'l‘hniuyerh:imwhunthu

bedl tower is sl heid.

13. E_rrl:gn_a for Dengnatmn:
Landmark [Check all that apply)
£ 1t is an outstanding example of a building, stfucture, abject, or wark of art representative
of its era.
it is one of the few remaining examples of past architeciural styles.
Plars, Elevations, & Sections
It is a place, 'huildmg siu: uh-jcct wark of ar I:'-ur structure. asm:iat:d-with An event ar a

w0

Disteict {Check all thm apply|
Tl 1lhas special character or specinl cultural vilue, historic/aesthetic values or interest.
[T i represents one or more periods of styles pfiarchilecture typical in one or mpore erasin
the history of the city-parish, state, arrégiaf.
[0 it constitutes o yisibly perceptible séctian afithe municipality or city-parish.

e Applicant's inhialy (G R
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ent of Significance:
M'WMﬂhmﬂwﬁmwmmmnmm
the history of the proper i
mmmwwmmmhmmmmmwm

et as direct association with sn important individusl, group, svent, or historic

trend. umﬁh%lnmhwtmmmfnmmmmmmm
designation.

dmwhﬂhﬂhim mmmnmdmmmwnﬂmmm_ I
15. Bibliography (Use additional sheet if neceisary):

New Ark Baptist Churth was organtzed In Septambar of 1809 by a small, yet faithful group of
bulieversuncier Sv adsrsiin of Reversnd J. & Bitist, Ouring he sty 1900° « fyersiwmn’ | much money, buthe members
wurn fillnd with strong detetrsinstion b erect 8 fectity s be » chirch Bimily he! wouldbe bereficid 1 Pe surounding mommuny.

S R
] District or Site Map [ Site Plan [ Photographs (historic and current)
0 {-}ther E] Hiﬂgﬁc auilm Inventary (districts anly)

Historic Landmark

Rev. Devin Wright, il _AHAZDX

Signature of Property Owner  Type of Print Fropert'f ﬂwnqr H“a:m Date

if the owner does not consent to designation, describe the reasans far recommending
designation:

17. Acknowledgement:

In filing this appil:atinn | understand thak it becomes s pirt of the public recard of the Cay ot
Baton Rnug:!Parmh of East Baton Rouge and hereby certify that allinformation contained herein

as sccurate to the best of my knowledge. | unilderstand that the applitation fee ks nonrefundable.
(Applications must be received by 10.00a.m! an the scheditlad Application Deadline.)

: SO, Fairpigh Coak Jagkspny oy 123080,
Tl Foa ot b Hammﬂﬂmﬂplinnt T
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